
CUMBERLAND VALLEY RAIL TRAIL	


Cumberland Valley Railroad and the Battle of Antietam	


Confederate Invasion: Union forces 
stopped the Confederate invasion of 
Maryland at the Battle of Antietam on 
September 17, 1862, still the bloodiest 
day in American history. With the initial 
news of the Confederate Army’s 
movement, Pennsylvania Governor 
Andrew Curtin declared a state of 
emergency and issued a call for the 
enlistment of 50,000 state troops to meet 
at Harrisburg. The task of transporting 
troops and military supplies from 
Harrisburg to northern Maryland fell 
especially hard on the limited resources 
and single track of the Cumberland Valley 
Railroad (CVRR).	


CVRR continues in service of the Union: The 	

end of this Confederate threat did not end the 	

military work of the CVRR. After the Battle of 	

Antietam many of the state militia troops who had 	

                                  been taken south for the	

                                  fight returned north to their	

                                  homes via the Cumberland 	

                                  Valley Railroad.  Thereafter, the Union Army continued to use the CVRR	

                                  heavily for servicing a supply depot established in Hagerstown, MD. 	


Pennsylvania Governor Andrew Curtin 
studied law at Dickinson College, was a 
close friend and confidant of Abraham 
Lincoln, and took a very active role in the 
defense of the state.	
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Pennsylvania’s railroads played a major role in the successful effort to turn back the 
Confederate incursion at Antietam and thereafter. Harper’s Magazine documented the 
Arrival of Troops at the railway depot in Harrisburg, PA, (left) and the impromptu camp 
set up on the nearby capitol grounds (right) in its October 4, 1862 edition.	
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From the Valley Spirit newspaper	

(Chambersburg, PA, September 10, 1862):	


To the Rescue – Freemen of Franklin County 

The darkest hour of our Country's history is upon 
us. . . . The invading hosts of the enemy have 
pressed the soil of Maryland, and our own 
beautiful valley may at any hour become the 
victim of a similar invasion. 

Pennsylvania Telegraphy 	

(Harrisburg, PA, September 15, 1862) 	


Press ���
(Philadelphia, PA, September 9, 1862) 	



